Yvonne wrote:

To: Minister Florence Duckett

Subject: Words of one of his friends that spoke

RUFUS’ EULOGY

Cameron Baird

Honored guests, my name is Cameron Baird. I’m a veteran of the Viet Nam war, and it is my privilege to speak about one of the most amazing men I have ever known. He was the seventh son of a seventh son, and from the moment I first met him, I knew I was in the presence of someone special. The more I got to know him, the more I realized that my first impression was inadequate. Rufus Johnson’s career wasn’t just distinguished, but in a very real sense historical.

Despite a less than privileged childhood, he was able to attend Howard University in Washington, D.C. He excelled in sports, was a member of ROTC and received his degree and a commission in the Army Reserves in 1934. He went on to study law and graduated with a law degree in 1939.

While preparing for the D.C. bar examination he obtained unusual employment – as a lifeguard and butler to President Franklin Roosevelt. Eleanor Roosevelt took a shine to him, and insisted that he be the one to serve her afternoon tea, and she provided him with a place to study for one hour per day. He became the first White House employee to be called to active duty in the aftermath of the Date That Will Live in Infamy.

He became a company commander in the 92nd Infantry Regiment, an all black unit that participated in the liberation of Italy. Naturally, there are a lot of stories about Rufus’ WWII service, but I’d like to share one that was one of Rufus’ wife’s favorites:

Priest Story

Rufus and his men were in a static position, with lines drawn between the Americans and the Germans. The Americans were within range of the German long-range artillery, so the major defensive positions and command post were switched from time to time to avoid being targeted. There was a Catholic priest who had parishioners on both sides of the lines, so he was permitted to travel back and forth to minister to the Italian civilians. One day, one of Rufus’ men said, “Captain, there’s something funny about that Catholic priest. It seems that every time he crosses from our lines to the other side, those German gunners seem to know just where we are.” The next time the priest came to the American side, Rufus confronted him, and asked him to show his papers. The priest reached into his pocket and pulled a pistol; it was a fatal mistake, as Rufus was pretty quick on the draw. When they searched the body, they found documents that indicated that the priest was in fact a German officer who had been reconnoitering the American positions.

During his five years of service during WW II, Rufus received many decorations and awards, including the Combat Infantry Badge, Bronze Star and Purple Heart. He was recalled to active duty during the Korean War, where he became the second black person to be commissioned in the Judge Advocate Corps. After his service in Korea, he was assigned as the Staff Judge Advocate at Ft. McArthur, California, becoming the first black to hold that position at any Army post.

Those are some of the facts and anecdotes of Rufus’ military career. But there is much more to the story. Yesterday, we celebrated the 231st anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, which states, in part, that all men are created equal. During much of Rufus’ life, this was not the case. In most of the country, and most certainly in the military, the status quo was separate and unequal.

During WW II, the draft scooped up all racial groups, but blacks were usually relegated to service units, such as Transportation and Engineers. The few black combat units, many of which had distinguished combat records dating back to the earliest days of the republic suffered from low expectations, low morale, inferior equipment, and their ranks were filled with poorly educated soldiers.

Politically, pressure was building to address some of the long- standing grievances of the black community. When Franklin Roosevelt was running for his third term against Wendell Wilkie, he made some appointments to relieve some of the pressure.


He appointed Benjamin Davis Sr. to the rank of Brigadier General, the first black to wear a star.

He appointed Col. Campbell Johnson, commander of ROTC at Howard University to the post of Special Aide to the Director of Selective Service.

He also appointed Judge William Hastie, dean of the School of Law at Howard as the civilian aide to the Secretary of War, Henry Stimson.

Thus, two of the professors under whom Rufus studied at Howard University became influential in advancing the cause of blacks in the military.

In 1948, as the Cold War loomed, President Harry Truman signed Executive Order 9981, which mandated equal treatment and opportunities for Blacks in the military. But the battle for equality was far from over. A confluence of forces during the Korean War forced the issue. The urgent need for replacements resulted in blacks being transferred to what had been all white units. This integration worked so successfully that General Ridgeway was prompted to request permission to fully integrate the 8th Army. The exigencies of war in Korea greatly accelerated racial integration in the Army, which eventually spread to all branches worldwide as the old prejudices and stereotypes were discarded.

One of my personal heroes from the Viet Nam era is General Colin Powell, who ascended to the pinnacle of the military hierarchy. There is no doubt in my mind that General Powell could never have achieved what he did had it not been for the strength, determination, perseverance and courage of men like Rufus Johnson. By paving the way for people of color to achieve their full potential, Rufus Johnson gave this country a special gift, one of many that this remarkable man left behind for all of us.

The Kingdom of Heaven has received an awfully good man. Lt. Colonel Rufus Johnson, a soldier, a leader, a patriot, and one of the finest men I have ever known, I salute you.

Lt Col. Rufus Winfield Johnson was the step-father of Yvonne, a woman that God allowed me and Eboni to meet during our White House visit on December 6, 2007. You can see pics of our visit in the photo section.  Yvonne is the attractive blond woman standing by the tree.  We were all in awe of the size of the tree, and her standing in front of it gives you a good idea of its enormity!  You can also read about the tour and the impact it had on me and Eboni's lives in the events section. As you read the following information you will come to appreciate what a great hero this man was.

There was a memorial service held for him at Arlington Cemetery.  I was invited but I was unable to attend because of the death of my father.  President Bush could not attend, but he honored Rufus by allowing his remains to be placed in a very "special" place at Arlington.  President Bush further extended himself through one of hi staff members by inviting Yvonne and her son back to the White House for lunch.  They were permitted to meet other staff members and tour the White House.  These actions by President Bush have helped to give Yvonne closure because she was able to keep a promise she had made to her mother, who pre-deceased Rufus.

I will FOREVER salute Lt Col Rufus Winfield Johnson in my heart!

Yours in Christ,

florence

Lt. Col. Rufus Winfield Johnson, AUS (Army, U S),

Retired Attorney at Law, Retired

While working in the White House (with White House clearance), and was a Certified Swimming Instructor through ROTC at Howard University where he earned a JD, Rufus was employed as the Life Guard for President Roosevelt during the President's exercise sessions in the White House pool.  

Rufus graduated college 1934, Graduate School in 1939 with his Law Degree.

Eleanor learned that Rufus was studying for the bar exam and working up to seventeen hours a day, so she chose him to serve her "tea" during Tea Time. What she actually planned was that Rufus should study at a desk she prepared for him for two hours a day.

Rufus was the first civilian to enter WW II of the employees of the White House.  He entered as an officer and soon found himself in Italy. He served five years on active duty with the 92nd WWII, During the Korean Conflict Rufus served three years and was the second Black person in our history to be accepted as a commissioned officer in the Army Judge Advocate General Corps

Rufus was admitted to the Korean Bar and tried cases before the 

Korean courts. After returning to the states Rufus became the Staff Judge Advocate of Fort McArthur in San Pedro, CA. He was the first Black officer to serve as Staff Judge Advocate of any military base in the U. S.  As an Attorney Rufus set precedents. His most important case was probably the Peyote case, he took to the Calif. Supreme Court and won the right for the Native American to use Peyote in their religious services, 1964.  He has been honored by various tribes of Native Americans.

Screenwriter, Albert Barrera of San Benito, TX, has completed the screenplay of the life and times of Rufus entitled "The Seventh Son".

PERSONAL RECOGNITIONS

Awards and Achievements: listed in over 30 publications including, 

· The First Five Hundred

· The International Who's Who of Intellectuals

· 1997 Advisory Council

· International Biographical Centre, Honorary Member 1997 

· The International Biographical, Cambridge, England 1997

· The International Register of Profiles, the World Edition, Cambridge, England

· Men & Women of Distinction, The International Biographical Centre, Cambridge, England-Diploma of Distinction, permanently inscribed Roll of Honour

· The Marquis Who's Who in American Law

· The Marquis Who's Who in America

· The Marquis Who's Who in the World

· Fellow of the International Biographical Association, Registered in the United Kingdom

· Fellow Member in preferential standing entered in the 10th Anniversary Collector Edition Book Of Honor

· The American Biographical Institute, The American Registry Series 

· First Edition Personalities of America, Honoring America's Leaders

· Community Leaders and Noteworthy Americans Award,

· Editorial Board of 

· American Biographical Institute - Division of Historical Preservations of America

· The International Register of Profiles, World Edition, vol. 5, Cambridge, England

· Men of Achievement Award 1979 Distinguished Achievement Volume VII

· Pace Setter Award, Operation Second Chance

· The National Library of Poetry, Editor's Choice Award 1995, 1996

· International Society of Poets Distinguished Member 1995-1996

· The Directory of Distinguished Americans, Hall of Fame for Contributions to the Legal Profession and Creative Writing 1985

· Life Patron of the American Biographical Institute, ABI Research Association

· The Anglo-American Academy, Honorary Fellow – 1980 Cambridge, England

· Certificate of Merit, Distinguished Service to the Community, volume XV, Dictionary of International Biography, Cambridge, England 1979

· Notable Americans Award, 1978-79 edition for outstanding service to community\unity, state, and nation - Editorial Board of American Bio Institute, Division of Historical Preservation of America

· Personalities of the South Award 1978-79 edition

· Member of the Distinguished Society of Poets

· Recognition by the state of Texas, Senate of the State of Texas Resolution No. 95, 2006

· Tribute read on the House floor and put into the Congressional Record

· Recognition by the Governor of Texas, Rick Perry in honor of Rufus' 96th birthday

· Honored by Native Americans

ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE AREA OF LAW

· Many contributions to law, the most noted case; People vs. Woody, before the Supreme Court of Calif., won the right for Native Americans to use peyote in their religious services

· Admitted to the bars of: Washington, D. C., Los Angeles, CA-Santa Barbara, CA-San Bernardino, CA, Fayetteville, AR

· Attorney Johnson has been admitted to practiced before the U.S. Supreme Court, the Supreme Court of South Korea, the Washington D.C. District Court of Appeals, the Supreme Court of the State of California, The United States District Court of the Southern District of California and Supreme Court of Arkansas. 

· Certificate of Specialization, Criminal Law The American Judicature Society, voting member since 1967

· Distinguished Leadership Award, The International Directory of Distinguished Leadership, fifth edition, Outstanding Services to the Legal Profession Member of Judge Advocates Association, 1966

· The Non Commissioned Officers Association, National Defense Foundation 1999 American Patriot Certificate and 2000 Member of National Membership in The Library of Congress

· The Directory of Distinguished Americans, Hall of Fame

· Personalities of America, Hall of Fame for Contributions as an Attorney at Law, ABI Library and Archives Personalities of America

MILITARY ACHIEVEMENTS

Military decorations include;

· The CIB

· Bronze Star

· Purple Heart

· Regimental Citation for Bravery and the European Theater Ribbon with three battles stars

· Was the second Black person in history to be accepted as a commissioned officer in the Army Judge Advocate General Corps 92nd Infantry Division as Infantry Company Commander in Italy

· In Korea, served as commissioned officer in the Amy Judge Advocate General Corps Staff Judge Advocate of any military base in the U.S.

· Life Member of the Military Officers Association of America

· Certificate of Retirement from the United States Army, May 1, 1971 with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel

· His name placed on The Wall of Tolerance – National Campaign for Tolerance

· Wall of Liberty, Registered and inscribed on the Wall of Liberty

· Memoirs established by name and unit, and entered in to an electronic inventory, catalogs, with the U. S. Army Military History Institute, Carlisle, Pennsylvania

· Life Member of the Veteran's of Foreign Wars

· Life Member of the American Legion

· Life Member of the Lions Club

· Boy Scouts of America

· Spoke and read Spanish and Italian fluently.

· Spoke some German.

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

· Second Degree Black Belt, Sorinruyu Academy, San Bernardino, CA 1970

· Fourth Degree Okinawan Shorin style of Karate, Kobayashi Mode, 

· Shorin=Ryu Academy of Karate, San Bernardino 1977

· Texas Department of Public Safety, Instructor's Certificate, 1996 

· Concealed Handgun Instructor National Rifle Association of America, Millennium Honor Roll

· Life Member of the Texas State Rifle Association

· Member of Young Men's Christian Assoc. of San Bernardino

· Certificate of Appreciation of Seniors Coalition

· Proclamation and Resolution from the Mayor of San Bernardino 1976 for the contributions to the Bicentennial Commemoration

· Member of the Imperial Council, North and South America and Jurisdictions, Inc. 1961

· Southern Jurisdiction, The United Supreme Council, 33 degree became Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret 32 degree to the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free masonry, 1960

· Rufus has taken courses every year until 2003, and received credentials for Tax Preparation, Certificate of Completion National Weather Service Severe Weather Spotter Training Class

· Real Estate Broker

Birthday Celebration

Date: Sunday May 27th, 2007

· THE HONOR GUARD:  VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, THE HILL COUNTRY CHAPTER 863-KERRVILLE WILL PRESENT THE COLORS, LEAD THE PLEDGE, 21 GUN SALUTE, AND RETIRE THE COLORS after all the presentations have been made.

· Nellie Nash will sing "The National Anthem"

· Rufus will receive the  "FOUR CHAPLAINS" AWARD that he was awarded in Feb, 2007

· A special document prepared by the Governor of Texas will be read b the Mayor of Kerrville, Gene Smith   Mayor Smith will present a Birthday certificate to Rufus Walter Chadwick, Commander, MOPH Chapter 1836 will represent the Alamo Chapter of the Military Order of the Purple Heart and present to Rufus the "Meritorious Service Award"

· The Boys Scouts of America will present an Honorary District Award

· The Texas Flag that was flown on May 1 in honor of Rufus' 96th Birthday will be presented to Rufus by a representative of the office of Representative Hildabran

· J&J Snow Cones, owner Juan Gonzales, will serve snow cones on behalf of the Paralyzed Veterans of America

· The screen writer doing the script  "The Seventh Son" - the story of Rufus' life, will be in attendance

· Clifton Fifer will perform the flute 4:30 or 5: pm

· Rev. Schuler performs song for Rufus. Nellie Nash will perform song for Rufus (former Opera singer)

